
 
  

   

October 17, 2017 

  

Water Docket 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Mail Code 28221T 

1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 

Washington DC 20460 

  

Attention: Docket ID No. EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369 

  

ow-docket@epa.gov 

  

RE: Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a Disposal 

Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska (EPA-R10-OW-2017-0369). 

  

Dear Administrator Pruitt and Acting Regional Administrator Pirzadeh: 

  

The Conservation Angler (TCA) is annoyed to have to submit these comments regarding the 

“Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination to Restrict the Use of an Area as a Disposal 

Site; Pebble Deposit Area, Southwest Alaska,” published on July 19, 2017 (Docket ID No. EPA-

R10-OW-2017-0369).  TCA vigorously opposes withdrawing the Bristol Bay Proposed 

Determination. 

  

TCA is a wild fish conservation organization based in the Pacific Northwest whose members 

rely on the wild fish, wildlife and water resources found in the Bristol Bay region for fishing, 

recreation, and for employment in related industries.  TCA’s members include anglers, lodge 

owners, fishing guides and commercial fishers, some of whom live and work in Alaska, and 

others who only can dream about sometime going there for a trip of a lifetime.  If a miner’s 

dream is the Kennecott open-pit copper mine in Utah, then Bristol Bay is the preeminent 

anglers’ dream.  It would be well worth keeping these two dreams far, far apart from each other. 

 

Bristol Bay is home to all five species of North American Pacific salmon who return to the rivers, 

streams and lakes that feed Bristol Bay. These huge annual salmon returns are a result of the 

region’s pristine and diverse habitats, and they contribute to the entire region’s productivity and 

biodiversity.  These wild salmon are the result of the region’s connected surface and subsurface 

waters, and the relatively low levels of human development. The salmon, whose hallmark is 

their supernatural homing ability allowing them to find their natal rivers, streams and lake 
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shores, return to a massive, complex and pristine matrix of clean cold waters. If one activity can 

disrupt this region, it is mining and road building. 

 

 

Bristol Bay is the world’s most valuable wild-salmon homeland in the world, supporting the 

widest array of wild salmon, trout and char, plus over 100 species of wildlife that depend on the 

salmon’ annual return.  Bristol Bay also supports human economies and culture and has done 

so for millennia. 

 

In fact, EPA itself describes the region quite well: 

 

“Bristol Bay sockeye salmon represent the most abundant and diverse populations of 

this species remaining in the United States. Bristol Bay’s Chinook salmon runs are 

frequently at or near the world’s largest, and the region also supports significant coho, 

chum, and pink salmon populations. Because no hatchery fish are raised or released in 

the watershed, Bristol Bay’s salmon populations are entirely wild. Bristol Bay is 

remarkable as one of the last places on Earth with such bountiful and sustainable 

harvests of wild salmon. One of the main factors leading to the success of this fishery is 

the fact that its aquatic habitats are untouched and pristine, unlike the waters that 

support many other fisheries.” 

 

TCA urges the EPA to consider that the federal government now spends hundreds of millions of 

dollars annually in many regions of the country trying to restore salmon and steelhead 

populations that have been depleted by a host of destructive activities - many of them federally 

sanctioned projects.  The federal government can save itself the future expenses of mitigation, 

restoration and reparation by simply prohibiting this project that will permanently alter what is 

the natural equivalent of a world-renowned work of art. 

 

The EPA, until now, has followed a rigorous process while developing its Bristol Bay Watershed 

Assessment.  The assessment, the surrounding science and the overwhelming weight of public 

opinion supports a determination that mining – of any scale - of the Pebble deposit will have an 

irreversible adverse effect on the region’s water supplies, fisheries, wildlife and recreation.   

  

This is an incredible fact, particularly considering that the EPA did not even evaluate the 

impacts from associated mine facilities and infrastructure, including roads, ports, wastewater 

treatment plants, power generation and transmission infrastructure, as potential other sources of 

destructive discharges into pristine Alaskan waters.  As the EPA noted at the time, “mining of 

the Pebble deposit at any size, even the smallest, could result in significant and unacceptable 

adverse effects on ecologically important streams, wetlands, lakes and ponds and the fishery 

areas they support.”  

  

The EPA’s proposal to withdraw the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination flies in the face of 

existing regulation, cultural needs, public input, common sense, and the large body of science 

and technical information supporting the Bristol Bay Proposed Determination.  If the EPA follows 
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through with this proposal, its decision will be challenged in every administrative and legal forum 

because it is arbitrary, capricious and not in accordance with law.  The stated reasons for the 

proposed withdrawal—removing uncertainty about whether PLP can apply for permits—lacks 

any rational justification. 

  

Thank you for your consideration and for the opportunity to provide comments.  Given the 

overwhelming public interest in protecting the Bristol Bay region, the clear scientific justification 

given for the Proposed Determination in the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment and the lack of 

reasonable basis for withdrawing the Proposed Determination, TCA encourages the EPA not to 

withdraw the Proposed Determination.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter W. Soverel 
 

Peter W. Soverel 

President 

 

David A. Moskowitz 

 

David Moskowitz 

Executive Director 


