
Disaster on the Dean 

In what appears to be a repeat of the 2013 massacre of wild steelhead and 
other wild salmon in the Dean Channel in Central British Columbia by a 

surplus of commercial seine and net fishers seeking out hatchery salmon 
returning amidst wild steelhead and wild chum salmon to the Dean and 

Kitimat Rivers, Canadian conservationists and anglers can only point to 

unanswered questions about the intensity of the fleet and the catch and 
bycatch as the diminishing wild steelhead in the Dean began showing the 

carnage of net marks as they ascended in their home waters.   

Apparently the commercial opening was unannounced to the lodges and 

tourism engine of Central BC.  According to local conservationists, the 

commercial fleet is completely unmonitored. 

The Dean Channel, where portion of the Area 8 commercial fishery occurs, 

typically sees minimal to moderate commercial fishing pressure, but the 
recent  Skeena closure was very detrimental to the Dean steelhead 

as Skeena boats harvested low value Chum in area 8. 

This fisheries management blunder from 2013 is repeating itself in 2017. 
Anglers and guide operations were taken by surprise in 2013 and merely 

resulted in some angry letters being sent to the Fisheries Minister (Gail 
Shae) and Bella Coola DFO Area Manager Dan Wagner. Unfortunately, all 

after the damage was done.  

The bottom line is that the chum fishery should not be taking place because 
of the impact on Dean steelhead runs, but also because chum stocks in both 

the Dean and Bella Coola rivers have declined 80 per cent in recent years. 

Commercial netters on British Columbia's north coast have dumped more 

than 167,000 prohibited salmon and steelhead in past years in order to 

catch millions of pinks. The mostly illegal and often unregulated "release" 
process includes keeping imperiled species out of the water for extended 

periods, kicking and flinging them off boat decks, and undoubtedly killing 
steelhead, chinook, chum, and other non-targets in the melee. You can view 

the unsavory practice, here.  
 

Given the current salmon abundance crisis to the north and south, it’s clear 
to that Provincial and Federal managers  are not managing either for sound 

conservation practices, the future health of the Dean Channel fish runs, or 
the broader economics of coastal communities. 

As wild steelhead anglers and conservationists, it is important that our 
voices are heard this time round. 

http://www.brownells.com/search/index.htm?k=fishing
http://rover.ebay.com/rover/1/711-53200-19255-0/1?toolid=10029&campid=CAMPAIGNID&customid=CUSTOMID&catId=888&type=2&ext=192253195945&item=192253195945
http://rover.ebay.com/rover/1/711-53200-19255-0/1?toolid=10029&campid=CAMPAIGNID&customid=CUSTOMID&catId=888&type=2&ext=192253195945&item=192253195945
http://www.watershed-watch.org/resources/north-coast-chum-discards/


 

Draft Letters For the Dean River 

Dan Wagner, DFO, Bella Coola 
Danny.Wagner@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

Fisheries Management Coordinator, DFO 
PO BOX 130 

Bella Coola, BC 
V0T 1C0 

(250) 799-5620 
Danny.Wagner@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

 
Minister Dominic LeBlanc 

dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca 

Hon. Dominic LeBlanc 

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans 
Room 556, Confederation Building 

Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0A6 

Dear Minister Le Blanc: 
 

PARAGRAPH 1: Who you are and where you are from. 
 

PARAGRAPH 2: The Issue: Gill net Chum Salmon fisheries in region 8 and 
their impact on salmon and steelhead. 

 
PARAGRAPH 3:  

1. Geographic size of the openings- the openings have been conducted over 
the length of Dean Channel and out to Fitz Hugh sound; from sub zones 8-1 

to 8-8. A huge area being fished for multiple days a week; doesn’t allow 
enough times between openings to let any fish through. 

 
REQUEST: Openings in smaller geographic areas. Openings in 1 or 2 sub 

zones to allow an adequate fish passed the commercial fleet. 

 
2. Fisheries Closer to the Source- when targeting specific runs of fish the 

commercial fisheries should be conducted closer to the natal streams. 
Opening in outer reaches of Dean Channel intercept sensitive stocks 

destined for many non-target rivers. 
 

mailto:Danny.Wagner@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:dominic.leblanc@parl.gc.ca


REQUEST: Fisheries done closer to the mouths of target rivers and complete 

avoidance of sensitive areas. 
 

3. No Fisheries when Abundance is Lacking- Chum fisheries have been 
allowed to continue despite the fact that WILD chum numbers in Area 8 are 

very poor and extremely sensitive stocks are intercepted at same time. 
 

REQUEST: No commercial fishing for any species when sufficient numbers 
are not present.  

 
PARAGRAPH 4: Describe how you are personally affected by this poor 

conservation practice. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Your name and address 

 
 

Please be sure to post your letter on social media and with your 

fishing circles. 


